ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 8, 2011

Agenda Item No. 5
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSED CHANGES TO 

THE ELLIOTT-LARSEN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT
RESOLUTION #11-339
WHEREAS, the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act was passed into law in Michigan in 1976 to prohibit discriminatory practices, policies, and customs in the exercise of those rights based upon religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial status, or marital status; and

WHEREAS, sexual orientation and gender identity are not protected classes under the current law; and

WHEREAS, legislation has been proposed in the Michigan House of Representatives that would in effect negate all local ordinances protecting Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered (LGBT) people from discrimination and would also negate any protections that state universities, school districts, or any other state agency has for LGBT people, and make it impossible for any local or state agency protections to be passed in the future; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation would limit the right of municipalities to adopt resolutions and ordinances relating to their own concerns, which includes the right to pass human rights ordinances that provide for anti-discrimination protections that include categories in addition to those in Michigan Civil Rights laws; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is a welcoming place for people of all backgrounds and the Ingham County Board of Commissioners support the fair and equal treatment of County residents regardless of religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial status, marital status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners opposes House Bill 5039 and its proposed amendments to the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners restates its commitment to diversity and the fair and equal treatment of all individuals regardless of religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial status, marital status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to Governor Rick Snyder, the Ingham County State Legislative Delegation, and the Michigan Association of Counties.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino, Schor, Dragonetti 
     Nays:  Vickers          Absent:  None          Approved  11/01/11
